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Of Biſhoppes. 2 


Here foloweth in this booke ſome certayne ar- 
ticles of the holy miniſterie, and of the offices 
of the Church, tully agreed vpon by Matthew 
Archbyſhoppe of Caunterburie, Primate of all 
England, and Metropolitane, and all other By- 
ſhops of the ſame Prouince, which were part- 
ly preſent in perſon, and partly ſubſcribed by, 
the handes ot their Proctors, in a Synode be- 
gonne at London in the Churche of S. Paule 
the thirde daye of Aprill. 1571. 


l Syſhoppes 
hall diligentlie teach 
the Goſpell, not onely 
N Fin their Cathedꝛall 
Churches which they 
7% gouerne, but alſo in- 

— differently in all the 
Churches of cuery of 
their Dioceffe, where 
77 - they ſhall thinke it 

CS — -- moſt needefull, 

Ind pꝛincipally they ſhall exhozte their peo⸗ 
ple to the reading, # hearing of the holy ſcrip⸗ 
tures, # that they come together in tymes ap- 
poynted, euery man to his owne Church, and 
that they geue care diligently to the pꝛeachers 
ofthe Goſpel, and that both they do heare re⸗ 
uerentlie the godly pꝛapers which ſhall be ſpo⸗ 
ken by the miniſter, and alſo pꝛay themſe lues 
wyth him, that they may be partakers of that 
heauenly miſteries, as * be now = 
ij. ei⸗ 


4 Of Biſhoppes. 


deined lawfully in our Churches by the auc- 
thozitie, and commaundement of the whole 
Kealme. 

Euery Byſhop befoze the Kalendeg of Sep⸗ 
tember next, ſhall call vnto him the publique 
pꝛeachers, ſuch as ſhall be in his owne dioceſe, 
and ſhall require againe ot them, their licences 
of pꝛeaching, which they haue ſigned with any 
authenticall ſeale, which they ſhal reteine with 
thẽlelues, oʒ els aboliſhe. After pꝛudent choiſe 
made ok them, he ſhall geue readilye agayne 
new licences to the whom he ſhall finde able 
to that great office, in reſpect of their peares, 
Doctrine, iudgement, honeſtie of life, modeſtie 
and grauitie:and yet ſo that they firſt ſubſcribe 
to the articles of Chꝛiſtian religion, publiquely 
app2oued in the Synode, and that they make 
pꝛomiſe willingly to maintaine, and defend 
that doctrine, which is conteined in them, as 
moſt agreable to the veritic of Gods woꝛde. 

The Byſhop muſt very diligently conſider 
what manner of men he do admit into hys 
houſholde: foꝛ it chaunceth ſometymes where 
this foꝛeſight is not vſed,that wicked men, and 
enemies to the true religion, vitious men, and 
cazrupt in all their life, yea, and men voyde ol 
grace be admitted . whereby the aduerſarie 
will ſoone take occaſion to ſpeake euill. 

The Byſhops ſeruaunts ſhall ſo modeſtly # 
oꝛderly apparell thẽſelues, in eucrypartof their 
garments, that they do not offend their bꝛethꝛẽ 
whome Paule calleth of the houſhold of —_ 
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The Byſhop ſhall laye hys handes on none 
hencefozwarde, but ſuch as haue bene trayned 
vp in good letters, eyther in the vniuerſitte, 02 
ſome other inferio2 ſchole, oz that doth vnder- 
ſtard the Latine tounge competently , and 
hath bene well exerciſed in theholyſcriptures: 
no2 yet on any, except he be ofthat lawfull age 
which is appointed by the ſtatute and lawe: 
no2 except his life a honeſt behautour, be com- 
mended by the teſtimony of graue and godly 
men, and ſuch as are well knowne vnto the 
byſhop: noz on any that hath bene bzought vp 
in huſbandꝛie, oꝛ ſome other baſe and handi⸗ 
craft labour: no2on any, but ſich as haue ſome 
title (as they call it) whereby he map line, if 
by Gods ſufferaunce, he become blinde, oz fall 
into greuous ſickenes of the body, oz into a 
continual # languiſhing diſeaſe : noz except he 
will exerciſe the holy miniſterie within his 
owne dioceſſe: no2 at any other tyme , but 
when it ſhall chaunce, that ſomeplace ofmint- 
ſtration is voyde in the ſame dioceſſe. And he 
ſhall admit no ſcrainger, no2 any that he kno⸗ 
eth not, either to the pꝛofites of any benefice, 
02 to eccleſiaſticall miniſterte, except he bꝛing 
with him that biſhoppes letters of commenda- 

tions, which they call letters dimiſſozics, out 
of whoſe dioceſſe he came, 

The byſhop ſhall not graunt vnto any man 
the next, oꝛ ſecond, oꝛ thyꝛd aduouſon, (as they 
cal it of any pꝛebend oz benefice belongyng vn⸗ 
to him: foʒ thoſe aduouſons are farre frõ good 

A. iij. doinges 
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dopnges and Chaiſtian charitie : neither ſhall 
he ratifie and confirme the leaſes of any pꝛo⸗ 
fites 02 reuenewes of any parſonage , 02 eccle⸗ 
ſiaſticall benefice, loꝛ terme of many ycares, in 
any wile. 

The byſhop ſhall ſuffer no man to be occu- 
pied in the miniſtration of the churche, whiche 
calleth him felfe by the idle name ok a reader, 
not hauyng receined impoſition ofhandes. 

Euery Archbyſhop and byſhop ſhall haue in 
his houſe , The Hollie Bible in the largeſt vo- 
lume, as it was latelie pꝛinted at London, and 
alſo that full and perfect hiſtoꝛie, which is inti⸗ 
tuled Monumentes of Martyrs, and other ſuch 
like bookes, fit foꝛ the ſettyng foꝛth of religion. 
Theſe bookes muſt be placed either in the hall, 
92 in the greate chamber, that they may ſerue 
to the vſe of their ſeruauntes, and of ſtraügers. 


Deanes of Cathedrall 
Churches. 


ö 72 


ſpake of laſt, euery Deane ſhall 
"> cauſe to be bought, and to be be⸗ 
E ſtowed in his Cathed:all churche, 

Ein ſuch conuenient place : that the 
bicares and peticanons,and other miniſters of 
the churche, as alſo ſtraungers and foziners 
may eaſelie come vnto them and read thereon. 
The deane, and euerp chief Keſidentarie, 
whom 


he verie ſame bookes, whiche we 
8 
5 18 


Cithedrall churches. 7 


whom they call the dignities of the churche, 
(ball buye the ſame bookes euerie one foꝛ hys 
owne familie, and ſhall lap them in ſome litt 
place, either in thehall,o2 in the chamber. 

The Deane a his pꝛebendaries ſhall pꝛeache 
the woꝛde of God diligentlie, not onelie in the 
cathed:all church where they lyue, but in other 
churches alſo ofthe ſame Dioces, and eſpecial⸗ 
lie in the ſame places whence tyey receiue 
pearely reuenewes and p2ofites. Mhich if they 
do not, they (hall be puniſhed accoꝛdyng to the 
diſcretion of the byſhop. 

No Deane, no: Archedeacon, noꝛ Reſiden- 
tarie,no2 maſter, noꝛ warden, not head of any 
colledge, oꝛ cathedꝛall churche , neither pꝛeſi⸗ 
dent, noꝛ Recto2,no2 any of that oꝛder, by what 
name ſocuer they be called, ſhall hereafter 
weare the Graye mice , oꝛ any other gar⸗ 
ment which hath bene defiled with the lyke ſu⸗ 
perſtition. But euerie one of them ſhall weare 
onelie that linnen garment, which is as pet re⸗ 
teined by the Queenes commaundement, and 
alſo hys ſchollers hoode, accoꝛdyng to euerie 
mans callyng, and degree in ſchole. 

Euerie Deane ſhalbe reſident in his cathe⸗ 
dꝛall churche, foure tymes a peare at the leaſt. 
And ſhall continue there, by the ſpace of a 
moneth cuerie time! i he may poſſiblie) in pꝛea⸗ 
chyng the woꝛd of God, and keepyng good ho⸗ 
ſpitalitatie, except he ſhall be otherwiſe letted 
with weightie and vꝛgent cauſes, hich cau⸗ 
{es he (hall at cueric ſuch time, declare vnto his 

J. iiij. oꝛdi⸗ 
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ozdinarie . ohen he is come to his churche, he 
together with his pꝛebendaries reſident, ſhall 
forſce that the ſtatutes of his church, if they be 
not contrarie to the woꝛde of God ( as many 
are) and that the ſtatutes of this realme what 
ſoeuer, concernyng eccleſtaſticall oꝛder, and all 
Jniunctions , either ſet foꝛth by the Mueenes 
maieſtie, oꝛ enioyned by the byſhop in his viſt 
tation of the ſame churche, be diligentlie obſer- 
ned . Moꝛeouer the Deane and Keſtdentaries 
ſhall endeuour,as much as lieth in thẽ, that the 
peticanons,02 vicares, and other miniſters of 
their church, (leſt they lyue idlelie, and vnpꝛofi⸗ 
tablie in flouthfulnes , and geue them ſelues to 
vnlawfull gaming, ) be conſtreigned to the ſtu⸗ 
die of the holie ſeriptures, and that enerie one 
of them haue the new teſtament, not onelie in 
Latine, but alſo in Engliſh. 

The Deanes, and Keſidentartes ſhall ſee, 
that there be no other fozme obſerued in ſin- 


ging, oꝛ ſaying payers, 92 in the adminiſtrati⸗ 


on ofthe Sacramentes, but onely that, which 
is ſette foozth , and pꝛeſcribed in the booke of 


* CommonPzayers: neyther ſhall they ſuffer a- 
ny ſtrainger to pꝛeach vnto the people, except 


the Queenes Maieſtie, oꝛ the Archbiſhop of 
the ſame Pꝛouince, oꝛ the Bilhop of the ſame 
Dioces, haue graunted him licence thereunto. 
And it ſuch a Pꝛeacher ſo allowed, eyther by 
the Quecnes Mateltie, 02 by y Archbiſhop, oz 
Biſhop , ſhall in his ſermon publiſh any do⸗ 
ctrine eyther ſtrainge, wicked, oz 1 
N able 


Archedeacons. 9 


able with the wooꝛd ol God: oz with the Artt- 
clesofourReligion, agreed vpon in the Con- 
uocation houſe. (which no doubt are conſonant 
to the Scriptures ) o2 with the booke of Com- 
mon Pꝛapers: the Deane, oz the Reſidentes 
ſhall aſſoone as may be,geue notice of the ſame 
to the Biſhop by they? letters, ſubſcribed alſo 
with ſome of theyz handes which heard him 
preach: that he may determine on the matter, 
as he ſhallſee good, 


Archedeacons. 


LUery Archedeacon ſhall haue in 
his houle both the other bookes, 
8 and namely thoſe which are enti⸗ 
tuled, Monumentes of M 
—— Euery Archedeaton which 
hath authoritie to vifite , epther by common 
law, oꝛ by preſcription, ſhall vilite his territo- 
ry once euery yeare in his owne perſon: and he 
ſhall not ſubſtitute any to be his Officiall , but 
ſuch à one as hath bene bꝛought vp in the vni- 
uerſities, and hath ſtudied the ciuill law, and is 
of the full age of rrity. yeares, being able not 
onely in learning, but alſo in grauetie, and mo⸗ 
deſtie to diſcharge that office. 
Archdeatons, and their ſubſtitutes( whom 
they call Officials) ſhall call the clergie to ac- 


compt in they? viſttations, how much euery / yy 


one ofthemhath p2ofited in the ſtudie of Scrt- 
pture, and ſyall geue vntoſo ag of _ as 
i. aue 


the cure 
2 ＋ oh 
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10 Archedeacons. 


haue not taken the degree of a maiſter of Arte 
vpon them in the vniuerſitie, ſome part ok the 
new Teſtament to be learned without booke, 
and at the next ſynode ſhall compell them to 
make repetition thereof: and they ſhall detect 
bnto the Biſhop, ſuch as are eyther ſtubburne, 
02 negligent herein. | 

When the viſitation is finiſhed, the Arche- 
deacon ſhall ſignifie vnto the Biſhop , whome 
he hath found in euery deanery, ſo furniſhed 
with learning and tudgement , that they may 
be thought wooꝛthy to enſtruct the people in 
ſermons, and to rule and gouerne others. Of 
theſe the Biſhop may chule ſome; whome he 
will haue rurallDeanes. 

Archedeatons ſhall ſtraightlie and ſeuere⸗ 
lie puniſh all offenders, and not winke at their 
faultes,o2 ſuffer any man to eſcape vnpuniſhed, 
who is knowne to haue offended, 

Archedeacons ſhall haue a ſpeciall care, 
that the monumentes of they: actes, and do- 
inges be faythfully and ſafelie pꝛæſerued, and 
ſhall once euery yeare bꝛing to theyꝛ Biſhop,all 
the oziginall copies of ſuch teſtamentes, which 
halbe pꝛoued befoze them the yeare befoze, that 

they may be pꝛeſerued by the Biſhops re⸗ 
giſter . They ſhall wzite out the 
copies of the ſame teſta- 
ments to their own 
ve, if they 
will. 


Chauncel- 


” CQF*”e*u 0 HQ 


wo Www oy \ 


03 -y 


Chauncellors, Commiſſaries, 11 
and Officialles. 


Very Chauncelloz, commiſſary and 
officiall ſhalbe learned in the eccleſt- 
aſticall and ciuill lawes, which is 
twentie and ſire yeares olde, and 
hath taken ſome degree in the ſcholes foꝛ lear⸗ 
ninges ſake, and is reaſonably well pꝛactiſed 
in common plees, touching whoſe lyfe # ma⸗ 
ners, no euill repoꝛt be heard. Beſides, euery 
one of theſe, either ſhalbe in the miniſterie, oꝛ 
if he be not, vet ſhall he be well affected, and ze⸗ 
louſly bent toward religion, and that he ſhall 
openly and freely pzetend, and befoꝛe he enter 
his office, he (hall take an othe of the authoꝛitie 
and ſupꝛemacy of the pꝛince, and alſo ſhall ſub⸗ 
ſcribe to the articles ot religion allowed in the 
conuocation of Byſhoppes. 

None oftheſe, neither Chauncelloz, Com- 
miſſarie, noꝛ offictall ſhall pꝛoceede in exami⸗ 
nation ot matters vnto the ſentence of excom⸗ 
munication, but onely in cauſes of inſtances. 
In matters of co:rection, they ſhall doe all o⸗ 
ther thinges, which lawfully they may, and 
are wont to be done. 

But the ſentence of excommunication they 
ſhall leaue onely to the Byſhoppe, which either 
he himſelfe ſhall pꝛonounce, oꝛ ſhall commit the 
pꝛonouncing therof to ſome graue man, which 
is inthe miniſterie. After that he hath geuen 
ſentence, he ſhall alſo adde, foꝛ a warning and 
terro2 to the people, a certeine oꝛder of wo?: * 
B. ij. which 
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which after ſhalbe ſhewed: and alſo ſhall cauſe 
ſome like inſtrument, which ſhalbe vſed in ſig- 
nifiyng the excommunication to the people, to 
be wꝛitten out, and ſent to euery miniſter in 
their churches, that they may haue it in readi- 
nes to occupie, if neede require. But the pe⸗ 
nance enioyned, neither Chauncelloz, Archs 
deacon, Officiall,noz Commiſſarie, ſhal alter, 
That authozitie,foz many weighty cauſes is 
reſerued onely to the Byſhop, oz ik he ſhall ap⸗ 
= any other, by ſpeciall commaundement 
02 that purpole. e. 

Ho eccleſiaſticall iudge, of what place oꝛ 
degree ſoeuer he be, ſhall abſolue any that is ex⸗ 
communicated, at his owne houſe, oz other⸗ 
wile in pꝛiuate houles, but onely openly, and 
in the conliſtozy.  _ 

_Chauncellozs, Officialles, Commiſſaries, 
ſhall doe their endeuour, that all others which 
are vnder their iurildiction, do their dutie, El⸗ 
pecially, that Parſons,Uicars, and mmiſters 
of Churches may painefully be occupied in the 
ſcriptures, that they pzouide them bookes fitte 
foz their degree and pꝛofeſſion, that whoſoeuer 
hathnot pꝛoceded maiſter of arte, buie foꝛ hum 
ſeife two bookes of the new teſtament, the one 
tranſtated in Latine, the other in Engliſhe, 
that euer one of them learne without booke, 
that taſue of Scriptures which is enioyned 
hem, either by þ oꝛdinarie eccleſiaſticall iudge, 
oz by ſome other, whome foꝛ his truſt a paine⸗ 
fulnes the byſhop wyll rather chuſe: that they 

Ob- 


and Officialles. I; 


obſerue the oꝛders, and cuſtomes d in 
the booke of common payers, aſwell in reas 
ding the holy ſcripture, and ſaying of pzayers, 
as in miniſtration ofthe ſacraments: that thep 
neither diminiſhe, noꝛ adde any thing, neither 
of the matter, noꝛ of the manner: that they bes 
haue themſelues honeſtly, aud walk modeſtly 
and comely in ſober apparell appointed in the 
broke of aduertiſementes: that, if they haue a 
kamilie, and haue no wife, they keepe no other 
woman at their houle, but either their mother, 
ſiſter, oꝛ neece by bꝛother oz ſiſter: but if they 
liue vnmaried, and haue no wyues, let them 
not booꝛde in any Tauerne oz Alchouſe, but in 
ſome honeſt houſe in the ſame pariſhe, where 
they may ltue without ſuſpition:that they play 
not at dice, cardes, oꝛ other vnlawful games: 


that they vſe their bowe and ſhaftes onely,and 7 


that to refreſhe their myndes,modeſtly,and in 
due time, that they be not let from Doing their 
dutie, 02 ſtudie of the holy Scripture. 

They ſhall take heede allo, that no Parſon, 
Uicar, oz Curat, ſerue any where, either in 
Chappell, oz other place of paper, oz ſay com- 
mon ſeruice in any pꝛiuate mans houſe, except 
the Byſhop graunt him licence by his owne 


inſtrumẽt x ſubſcription of his hand:a that no 


Parſon, Uicar, oz Curate ſerue anymore then 
one Church 02 — — in one day. 

Euery miniſter of the Church, bekoꝛe he en- 
ter that holy function, ſhall ſubſcribe to all ar- 
ticles of Chꝛiſtian religion, which were agreed 
B. iij. vpon 
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vpon in the conuocation, and whereſoeuer the 
Byſhop ſhall commaunde, ſhall declare hys 
conſcience to the people, what he thinketh of 
thoſe articles, and the whole doctrine, And he 
beyng once admitted into the holy miniſtery, 
ſhall from thencekoꝛth neuer depart from it, 
noꝛ ſhall vſe himſelfe as alaye man, either in 
apparell, oꝛ in any part ot his life. 

Euery Parſon, Vicar, oꝛ Curate ſhall pear⸗ 
ly befoze twenty dapes after Eaſter, exhibite 
to the byſhop, oꝛ to his Chaũcelloꝛ oꝛ Commil⸗ 
ſary, the names and ſurnames of his pariſho⸗ 
ners, as well men as women, (of thoſe J ſap) 
which beyng fourtene yeares of age, come not 
to the holy Communion, (as by the ſtatutes & 
eccleſiaſticall lawes of this Realme, they are 
bound) a ſuch as refuſe to be examined by the 
miniſter of the Church, in learning the Cate⸗ 
chiſme, and articles of Chꝛiſtian religion, and 
what parentes o2 maiſters thinke ſcozne to 
ſende their childꝛen oz ſeruauntes to Church, 
at the tymes appointed, to heare and learne 
the ſame Catechiſme. They ſhall ſuffer none to 
vndertake foꝛ an Jnfant at Baptiſme, except 
he haue receaued the Communion, and haue 
bene partaker of the holy miſteries,and he ſhal 
admit noneto the partaking of the ſacramẽts, 
which hath not learned the Catechiſme, and 
articles ofthe fayth. 

Euery ſonday and holydaie, the parſons vi⸗ 
tars and curates, ſhall come to the churche ſo 
timely, and conuentently in due ſeaſon, that — 
pariſh⸗ 
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pariſhioners hauing done their buſines , may 
tome thether w their childꝛen #ſeruantes. And 
there they ſhal reuerently, (as it is fit) and god⸗ 
ly ſay oꝛ ſing the holy ſeruice, ſo plainly, ſo ma⸗ 
nifeſtly, a diſtinctly, that the people may heare 
# vnderſtand, what is ſayd oꝛ ſong, a therofre- 
ceaue comfoꝛte and commoditie. The lyke re⸗ 
uerence and godlynes they ſhall obſerue in ce⸗ 
lebzatyng the moſt holy Sacramentes, ſo that 
they turne not to ſuperſtition,o2 mende eng, 
oꝛ Jdolatrie . But it that in tyme ofthe holy 
Communion there ſhalbe no ſermon, they ſhall 
on the booke in the pulpit read ſome one, 02 o⸗ 
ther of thoſe homelies, whiche we haue to that 
end ſet fooꝛth befoze . Jn the meane tyme they 
ſhall exhoꝛte the people, to come diligently to 
churche, that they may attentiuely heare that 
which is read and ſayd, and that all the tyme 
therof,they vſe them ſelues reuerently and mo⸗ 
deſtly:and leaſt the godly may be offended thos 
rough wantonnes and lightnes, voyde of reli⸗ 
gion, they ſhall take heede, that young men, 
eſpecially coũtreymen, ( whoſe nature is moꝛe 
pꝛone to the contempt of godlynes and diſoꝛ⸗ 
der) neither ring bells, neither walke in the 
churches, noꝛ haue idle talke together, noꝛ by 
laughyng, oꝛ noice, oꝛ vnhoneſt teſtyng , either 
let the miniſter, oꝛ offende the people. 

They ſhal admoniſh the people to come oftner 
to ᷣ holy Cõmunion, ⁊ that betoꝛe, they pꝛepare 
them ſelues wa perfect mind, as it is fitt. And 
that all may vnderſtand, what dutie they owe 
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to God, what dutie to thepzince, whom they 
ought to loue #reuerence as the vicar of God, 
what they owe to the lawes, what tothe ma⸗ 
giſtrates, what to their bzethzen , what to the 
people of God:they ſhalbe ready in the churche 
ſtraight after noone, euery ſonday & holy dap, 
t there at the leaſt they ſhall read two hourcs, 
and teach the Catechiſme, and therein ſhall in⸗ 
ſtruct, all their flocke of what age oz degree ſo⸗ 
euer, not onely maydens and childꝛen, but alſo 
the elder, if neede be. But eſpecially they ſhall 
warne young folkes, not onely men, but alſo 
women that it is pꝛouided by the lawes, that 
none of them may either receaue the holy Cõ⸗ 
munion, oꝛ be marted , 02 vndertake foꝛ a child 


in baptiſme, except befoze they haue learned 
the pꝛinciples of Chꝛiſtiã religion, and can not 


fittly and aptely aunl were to all the partes of 
the Catechiſme. £ 
But if the parſons, vicars, curates, either 
can not pꝛeache, oꝛ haue not receaued licence to 
zeache of the byſhop, yet they ſhall teach chil⸗ 
zen to read, towꝛite, and know their dutie, to⸗ 
ward God, toward their parentes, and all o⸗ 
thers:and if they perteaue any of them to be of 
that Diſpoſitton , that byteachyng and inſtruc⸗ 
tion they may attayne to the knowledge of 
learnyng,they ſhall councelltheir parentes, to 
ſet them to ſchole, that beyng endewed with 
learnyng, they may one day become fitt fox the 
holy miniſterieof the mighty god:but whom 
they perceaue to be duller, and not 3 to 
ear⸗ 
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learnyng , to ſee them ſet to ſome other ſcience, 
02 to hulbandꝛie. Tre = 
They ſhall alſo warne their pariſhioners, 
that foꝛ great and weightie cauſes it was ap- 
pointed in the cõuocation by the Reuerend fa⸗ 
ther in God, Matthew Archbyſhop of Canter⸗ 


burie, and the other byſhops that their childzen £1 


mary not, without conſent of the parentes, and 
that no young man hath power in hym ſelle to 
mary bekoze he be xbj. yeares of age, and no 
mapde betoze ſhe be xiiij.peares old. ere 


Churchewardens and 
ſyde men. 


F221 Hurchewardens accoꝛdyng to the cu⸗ 
tome ot euery pariſhe, ſhalbe choſen by 

>=) the conſent of theyꝛ pariſhioners, and 
theyꝛ minifter : otherwiſe they ſhall not be 
churchewardens : neither ſhall they continew 
any lenger then one yeare in that office, except 
perhaps they be choſen againe. And all church⸗ 
wardens once euery yeare (hal geue vp iuſt ac⸗ 
counte of ſuch money, as they haue receaued: 
and alſo particularly ſhall ſhew, what coſt they 
haue beſtowed in repapꝛing the houſes, and fo 
the vſe ofrhe churche. Laſt ol all goyng out of 
their offices, they ſhall truly deliuer vp to the 
pariſhioners, what ſoeuer money,02 other ec⸗ 
cleſiaſticall thinges ſhall remayne, a be in their 
— , — — — — by them to 

next churchw . | 
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The churchewardens ſhall ſee , that the 
churches be diligently and well repayꝛed with 
leade,tyle,lyme and glaſſe, that neither the mi⸗ 
niſter, noz the people, either in the holy miniſte⸗ 
rie and woꝛſhippyng of God, oz in celebꝛatyng 
the heauẽly miſteries, oꝛ in reteauyng and hea⸗ 
ryng the Communion, be troubled with tem⸗ 
peſtuous weather . But eſpecially they ſhall 
looke vnto, that in the meetyng of the congre⸗ 
gation peace be well kept : and in all viſitatt- 
ons of byſhops and archdeacons, they ſhall tru⸗ 
ly and perſonally pꝛeſent, and name all thoſe, 
whichrudely behane the ſelues in the churche, 
oꝛ whiche by vntymely ringyng of bells, by 
walkyng,by talkyng, oz noyſe ſhall let the mi⸗ 
niſter oꝛ pꝛeacher. 

Churchwardens ſhall ſee, that the churches 


be kept cleane and holy, that they be not loth⸗ 


ſome to any, either by duſt, ſande, oꝛ any filthy⸗ 
nes. They ſhall alſo ſee, that the holy Bibles be 
in euery churche in the largeſt volume , ( if it 
map conuentently be) ſuch as were lately Im⸗ 
pꝛinted at London: that the booke of common 
Pꝛapers, that the holy Homelies, which lately 
were witten agaynſt rebellion, be in euery 
church. It is meete that theſe bookes be whole 
and cleane, not toꝛne oꝛ foule in any wiſe, leſt it 
bꝛeede irkſomnes oꝛ contẽpt amongeſt the peo⸗ 
ple. They ſhall ſee , there be a ioyned handſome 
table, which may ſerue foꝛ the adminiſtration 
of the holy Commimton, and a cleane carpet to 
couer it: a conuentent pulpit, whence the _ 
| uenly 
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nenly doctrine may be taught. Mozeouer they 


ſhall ſee , that all ſollars, in whiche woodden 
croſſ?s ſtode, and all reliques of ſuperſtition be 


_ cleane taken awap, that the walles ofthe chur⸗ 


ches be new whited , and decked with choſen 
ſentences of the holy Scripture , that by the 
readyng and warnyng therof, the people may 
be moued to godlynes. Laſt of all they ſhall ſee, 
that in euery church there be a holy founte, not 
a baſen, wherin Baptiſme maybe miniſtred, 
and it be kept comely and cleane. 

They ſhall alſo warne vinteners and vic- 
tualers , whiche ſell acates, that they receaue 
none into their tauerne oz alehouſe , all that 
tyme wherin either is pꝛeachyng, oꝛ common 
ſeruice. It any do contrary, vpon contempt oz 
ſtubburnes, they ſhall pꝛeſent both him, # them 
whom he receaued, perſonally in the next viſi⸗ 
tation. It any offend their bꝛethꝛen, either by 
manifeſt adultery , oz whoꝛedome, oꝛ inceſt, oz 
dꝛonkennes, oꝛ much fwearyng, oꝛ baudxy , oz 
bſurie, oz any other vnclennes and wickednes 
of life, let the churchwardens warne them bꝛo⸗ 
therly and frendly, to amende . Whiche except 
they doe, they ſhall perſonally ſhew them to the 
parſon, vicar, o2 curat , that they may be war- 
ned moze ſharply and vehemently of them: and 
if they continue ſo ſtill, let them be dziuen from 
the holy Communion , till they be refozmed, 
Ind that all which line vnchaſtly and looſely, 
be puniſhed by the ſcueritie of the lawes, ac- 
cozdyng to their delertes - The ſame _ 
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wardens ſhall pꝛeſent thoſe adulterers, whoꝛe⸗ 
mongers, inceſtuous, dzonkardes, ſwearers, 
baudes, and vſurers in theByſhops and Arch⸗ 
deacons vilitations. 

Churchwardens ſhall ſuffer no feaſts, ban⸗ 
kets, ſuppers, oꝛ common dꝛinkings to be kept, 
in the church, neyther the belles to be rong ſu⸗ 


perſticiouſlp, either in 5ᷣ feaſt of all ſoules, oꝛ the 


day after all ſaintes( which day not long ſince 
was kept holy foꝛ the ſoules ofthe desd) ney⸗ 
ther at any time at all, whereas the cuſtome of 
ringing, ſhall ſeeme to encline to ſuperſtition. 
They ſhall ſufter ringing onely at thoſe times, 
which are appoynted in the booke of aduertiſe- 
mentes, and to that onely vſe, and after that 
onely ozder. 

Jt ſhall not be lawfull to keep fayzes , and 
common markets vpon the ſonday: neyther on 
that day to put to death, and openly puniſh of- 
fenders cõdemned by the ſentence of þ Judge. 

They ſhall not ſuffer, that any of theſe light 
wanderers in markets, a pelting merchantes, 
which carry about, and ſell pinnes, points, and 
other ſmall trifles, whome they call pedlars, to 
ſet out theyꝛ wares to ſale, either in the church⸗ 
yeardes, oz in the poꝛches of churches, oꝛ any 
whereels, on holidayes oz ſondayes, whileſt a⸗ 
ny part ofthe holy miniſtery is in doing,oz any 
ſermon is pꝛeached, neyther that beggars, oz 
vagabõdes, which haue no certaine dwellyng, 
abide eyther in the churchyoarde, oz in the 
church poꝛch, all the time of ſeruice oz — 
ching 
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ching: but ſhall commaunde them, epther to 
come in,o2 to depart. 

They ſhall alſo ſearch and diligently en⸗ 
quire, if any of the pariſhioners eyther come 
not at all to church,oz come later oꝛ flower,at þ 
times appointed bythe lawes: and whom they 
ſhall finde ſo to offende, they ſhall amerce them, 
accozding to the appointing of the lawe.They 
ſhall marke whether all x euery of the pariſhio⸗ 
ners come ſo often euery yeareto the holy com- 
munion,as the lawes # ſtatutes do cõmaunde: 
and whether any ſtraingers from other parts 
ſhes,come moze often and commonly to theyx 
church, and ſhallſhew they: curate of them, leſt 
perhaps he admit them to the Loꝛdes table a⸗ 
mongſt others, but ſhall ſende them rather to 
they2 owne curates. 

They ſhall receiue no parſon, noꝛ vicar, to 
the miniſtery of theyꝛ church, but whome the 
Biſhop ſhall allow by his inſtitution, and by 
his mandate ſhall put in poſſeſſion of that 
church. They ſhall receiue no curate, but him 
that by the letters,and ſeale of the Biſhop is 
ſpeciaily appointed foz that church . But if the 
Parſon , Utcar , 02 Curate , behaue himſelfe o⸗ 
therwile in his miniſterie, oz that he read ill, 
darkly, aud contuſedly, oz that he liue moze 
loſely, and licentiouſly then is fitte foꝛ a man of 
that calling, and therby great offence be taken: 
the churchwardens ſhall ſpedely pꝛeſent him to 
the Biſhop, that by and by he may be puniſhed, 
and amendment of his fault may follow. 

| C.iij. And 
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And that the Biſhop may vnderſtande, 
what ſermons are made in euery church of his 
dioces: the churchwardens ſhall ſee , that the 
names of all pzeachers , which come to them 
from any other place, be noted in a boke, which 
they ſhall haue ready foz that purpoſe,and that 
every pzeacher ſubſcribe his name in that 
booke,and the name of the Biſhop , of whome 
he had licence to pꝛeach. 

Laſt of all, the churchwardens hall lee, 
that all thinges be diligently obſerued , which 
pertaine to they: offices, and that are contey- 
ned in the Queenes iniunctions, and the booke 
of aduertiſementes, and that ſhall be ſet foozth 
by the Archbiſhop oz Biſhop in enery their viſt- 
tations, foꝛ the vie of the churches . But if any 
Do rale vpon them, oꝛ goe to law with them, 
fo2 doing they: dutie, and detecting of offen- 
ders, that alſo they ſhall preſente vnto the Bi⸗ 
ſhop, that by his meanes a trauayll, then map 
moze ealely be deliuered from that trouble. 


Preachers. 


O man ſhallopenly -TY in his pa⸗ 
rich, but — — by » Biſhop, 
B 3 neyther her ſhalbe ſo bolde, as 
„ pꝛeach out of his own cure ⁊ — 
— he haue obteined licence ſo to preach, ey⸗ 
ther of the Queenes Maieſtie, ouer all her 
realme: eyther of the Archbiſhop „ thzough his 
pzouince; oz of the Bilhop, in his dioces. _ 
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no licence to pꝛeach ſhall hereafter ſtande in 
foꝛte, but that which hath bene obtayned after 
the laſt day of Apꝛill, which was in the yeare, 
1571. Pꝛeachers ſhall behaue them ſelues 
modeſtly and ſoberly in all their life. 

But chiefly they ſhall take heed , that they 
teach nothing in theyꝛ pꝛeaching, which they 
would haue the people religiouſly to obſerue, 
and beleue , but that which is agreeable to the 
doctrine of the olde Teſtament,and the new, 
and that which the catholike fathers, and auu- 
cient Biſhops haue gathered out of that do- 
ctrine. And becauſe thoſe articles of Chaiſtian 
religidn,agreed bpon by the Biſhoppes, tn the 
lawfull , and godly conuocation,and by their 
commaundement, and authouitieof our noble 

inceſſe Elizabeth aſſembled and Holden , vn- 

oubtedly are gathered out ofthe holy bookes 
ofthe olde, and new Teſtamente, and in all 
pointes agree with the heauenly doctrine con- 
teyned in them: becauſe alſo the booke of com- 
mon pꝛayers, and the booke of the conſecration 
of Archbiſhops,Biſhops, Miniſters and Dea- 
cons,conteyne nothing repugnant to the ſame 
docrine, whoſoeuerlhalbe ſent to teach the peo⸗ 
ple, ſhall not onely in their pꝛeaching, but alſo 
by ſubſcription confirme the authozitie , and 
truth ofthoſe articles. He that doth otherwile, 
o2 troubleth the people with contrary Doctrine, 
ſhall beexcommunicated. | 

In pꝛeaching they ſhall weare à very mo- 
deſt and graue garment , which may become, 
C. itij. and 
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and ſet fooꝛth the minifter of God, and ſuch as 
is p2eſcribed in the booke of aduertiſementes. 
Tyey ſhall require no money oꝛ rewarde fox 
they preaching,but ſhall be content with meat 
and duncke , and playne pzoutſton , and one 
nightes lodging. 

They ſhall teach no vayne, and olde wiues 
opiniõs, no hereſies, noꝛ poptſh erroꝛs, diſagree⸗ 
ing fromthe doctrine and fayth of Chaiſt : ney⸗ 
ther any thing at all , whereby the rude people 
map be ſtirred vp tothe deſire of nouelties, oz 
contention. But they ſhall alwayes teach that, 
which may make foꝛ edifying, and may vnite 
the hearers in Chꝛiſtian peace and loue. 


Reſidences. 


negligence , whichc we doe fre in 
; many , and fozſakpng of the mini⸗ 
ſterie, is athing in itſelf tobe abhoꝛ⸗ 
red and odious to the people, and pernitious to 
the churcheof God . Therefoze we exhoꝛte all 
aſtoꝛs of churches, in the Loꝛde Jeſu, that 
ooꝛthwith they returne euery one to theyꝛ pas 
riſhes, and diligently teach the goſpell, accoz⸗ 
ding to theyꝛ liuing to keep houſe, to helpe 
the pooze by hoſpitalitie, and there 
to be reſident euery peare no 
leſſe then lx. dayes, 


Plura- 


Pluralitie. 


T ſhall be lawfull foz no man, of 

Ta Re what degree, oz oꝛder ſo euer he be, 
to haue at one time, any more then 
e two eccleſiaſticall benefices: neither 
hall it be lawfull foꝛ any man at all, 

to obtain two benifices,if they be diſtant moꝛe 


then xxvj. miles 
Ofſcholemaiſters. 


T ſhall not be lawfnll foz any to 
teach the Latine tounge, oꝛ to in⸗ 
ſtruet childꝛen, neither openly in 
the ſcholes, neither punately in a⸗ 
* ny mans houſe, but whom the by⸗ 
ſhop of that dioceſſe hath allowed, #to whom 
he hath geuen licence to teach vnder the ſeale 
of hys office. Ind here we except, (foz honours 
fake) the Loꝛdes of the Parliament: but the 
byſhop ſhall allow no ſchotemaiſter , noz ac- 
compt him woꝛthy of y office, but whom he ſhal 
finde in his iudgement to be learned, and woꝛ⸗ 
thy ot that place, and whom he ſhall ſee com⸗ 
mended bythe teſtimony of godly men, tou- 
ching his life and manners, and eſpecially his 
religion. 

Scholemaſters ſhall teach no Grammer, 
but onely that, which the Queenes maieſtie 
hath commaunded to be redde in all ſcholes 
though the whole realme, neither any other 
Latine Catechiſme, then that which was ſet 
D. j. fozth 
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foꝛth, in the yeare. 1570 . The which alſo, that 
is tranſlated into Engliſh, we wil haue taught 
— childꝛen, that are ignoꝛaunt ofthe Latin 
oung. 5 | 
All othcr bookes they ſhall teach , whereby 
the fulnes and fynenes of the Latin# Greeke 
toung may be learned thoſe eſpecially,which 
pꝛofite to the knowledge of Chꝛiſt and godly⸗ 
nes. And once euery peare they ſhall ſignifie to 
the Byſhop, what choſen ſcholers they haue of 
all theyznumber , whiche are of that aptenes# 
ſo fozward in learnyng, that there maybe good 
hope, they will become fitt , either foꝛ the com- 
mon wealth, oꝛ foztheholy miniſterie. By this 
hope the parẽtes beyng allured, will moze wil- 
lyngly kepe them at ſchole. 

But chiefly they ſhall ſo oꝛder and frame the 
tounges of childꝛen, that they may pꝛonounce 
openly,playnly and diſtinctly. And as often ag 
any ſermon ſhalbe, they ſhall either ſend them 
oꝛ bꝛyng them to church, that from their child⸗ 
hode they may be bzought vp in godlines:a leſt 
they ſhould heare it negligently, at their return 

to ſchole, they ſhall call and examine euery 
one, what they haue learned out of that 
ſermon: and that the myndes of chil- 
dꝛen, may be the moꝛe ſtyꝛred vp to 
vertue and diligence, they ſhall 
rebuke the idle and ſluggiſh, 
and ſhall pꝛayſe the at⸗ 
tentiue and diligent. 
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He Biſhop ſhall earneſtly and dili⸗ 
gently erhozte patrones of benefices, 
SI to cõlider the neceſſities of þ churches 
and to haue befoze theyꝛ eyes the laſt 
dap, and iudgement, and the tribunall ſeate of 
God. Therefoze that they pꝛeferre no man to 
any etcleſiaſticall liuing, but him which by do- 
ctrine, iudgement, godlines, honeſtie, and inno⸗ 
cencie of life, is able to beare ſo heuy a burthen, 
p they do nothing therin,but vpꝛightly, vncoꝛ⸗ 
ruptly x truly, x he ſhall pꝛofeſſe that he wil vie 
all honeſt, and lawful meanes to ſearch out the 
truth. But if, either in the pꝛeſentation, oz els 
after he ſhall perceiue anycozruption,o2 ſimony 
to be committed any way.,eythercloſely,eyther 
directly,o2 indirectly,by him, oꝛ any other, ey- 
ther that money, oꝛ monywoꝛth, oꝛ that any 
commoditte,o2 any part of the pꝛofites ſhoulde 
come vnto him: that he then will publiſhe and 
declare this wicked deed and ſimonie, not only 
in the tathedꝛall church, but alſo els where, to 
his ſhame and perpetuall repꝛoch, c alſo thzuſte 
out that miniſter, whom heſo wickedly pꝛeſen⸗ 
ted,not onely from the officeof a pueſt , whiche 
he vnlawtfully entred : but alſo from all mini⸗ 
ſtery,and out of the whole dioces. 

Humble petition muſt be made to the 
Queenes maieſtie, that ſome way by her leaue, 
and commaundement may be founde , that the 

D i . chaun- 
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chauncels ol wole churches,may ſpedely be re⸗ 
payred,whichby impꝛopꝛiation arc come vnto 
her, and that a yearely ſtipend may be appoyn⸗ 
ted loꝛ ſeruing the cure thereof: foꝛ now in ma⸗ 
ny places, voththe chauncels are fowly fallen 
downe,and the miniſterie ofthe church is deſti⸗ 
tute becauſe of the ſmalenes of the ſtipend. 

The Biſhop ſhall ſee, that a true inuentoꝛy 
and (as they call it) à terrey, of all the landes, 
meadowes, gardens, oꝛchardes, which belong 
to any parſonage, oꝛ vicarage, be taken by the 
vewe of honeſt men, and be layd vp in his trea⸗ 
ſurie of emdences , foz a perpetuall memonie 
thereof. 

The Biſhop ſhall not ſuffer the farmer of 
any benifice, to haue any authority ouer the mt- 
niſter of God, that he may either admitte, oꝛ res 
tect him. Neyther ſhall the miniſter take leſſe, 
then x. poundes foꝛ his ſtipend. 

All matrimonies, which any where are contra⸗ 
cted within degrees of cõſanguinitie, oꝛ affini⸗ 
tie foꝛbidden in the xviij. of Leuiticus, ſhall be 
diſſolued by the authoꝛitie of the Biſhop: but e⸗ 
ſpecially, if any man, his firſt wife being dead, 
ſhall take her ſiſter, to wife: foꝛ this degree, by 
common conſente, and iudgemente of learned 
men is thought to be foꝛbidden in Leuiticus. 
It ſhall not be lawfull foꝛ any man, to mary 
within thoſe degrees, which are fozbidden in 
the table wꝛitten, and publiſhed foꝛ that ende, 
by the reuerend father in God, the Archbiſhop 
of Canterburie. hs 
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The fo. che ſentence 
of ecommunication. 


ethꝛen, becauſe all we 
4 whiche doe pꝛofeſſe the 
| name of Chult $eſu, are 
0 members of one body, x 
Ait is meete that one mc- 
ber ſhould feele, and ſuffer the grief 
of another member: by reaſon of 
mine office I ſignify vnto you, that 
A. B. is openly accuſed of adultery, 
wherin, the repoꝛte is, thathehath 
lined wickedly, and filthily , to his 
ſhame and infamy., and greuous of- 
fence of the churche of God: and foꝛ 
that cauſe he is cyted to the biſhops 
conſiſto2y, that his notoꝛious diſoꝛ⸗ 
der may ſome way be puniſhed. And 
becauſe the fozeſayd A. B. thꝛough 
giltines of his wickednes, hath cõ⸗ 
temned to appeare at the day law⸗ 
fully named, and ſtubburnely hath 
withdꝛawen him ſelf from Juſtice, 
and by his example hath harted o⸗ 
thers to the lyke ſtubburnes, ther⸗ 
foꝛe, this I further warnte pou, thet 
D. iij. our 


30. The forme. -xcommu.. 
our byſhoß, by the name and autho- 
ritie of the moſt mighty God, hath 
| excommunicated him from all com- 
| pany of the churche of God, x hath 
fl cut him ot as a dead member, from 
In the body of Chꝛiſt: In this ſtate, x 
4 in ſo great daũger of his ſoule is he 
at this tyme. S. Paul beyng taught 
by the inſpiration of the holy ghoſt, 
commaundeth that we eſchue the 
fellowſhyp,#+ company of ſuch men. 
leſt we be partakers of the ſame 
| wickednes. Yet, as Chaiſtian chart: | 
| tie warneth vs becauſe hewill not 
i] pꝛay fo: him ſelfe, neither vnderſtã⸗ 
deth his daunger , let vs all in his 
name pꝛay vnto God, that once he 
may acknowledge his miſerie and 
filthynes of lyfe, and may repent, 
| and turne vnto God . Foz our 
" God is mercifull, and can call 
) them from death, that 
were fallen, 
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